
ST. ELIA’S KHRAM CELEBRATION
AUGUST 4, 2019 9:30AM
Visitation of His Grace Bishop Ilarion
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy to follow
Complementary Banquet following
Divine Liturgy

“The aim of all those who live in God 
is to please our Lord Jesus Christ and 
become reconciled with God the Father 
through receiving the Holy Spirit, thus 
securing their salvation, for in this con-
sists the salvation of every soul. If this 
aim and this activity is lacking, all other 
labour is useless and all other striving is 
in vain. Every path of life which does not 
lead to this is without profit.”

+ St. Simeon the New Theologian, Philokalia

ST. ELIA’S NEWSLETTER
JULY - AUGUST 2019

CONTACTS

UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF ST. ELIA

   11833 – 66 Street NW, Edmonton, AB  T5B 1J2
   Office:780-471-2288 / Kitchen: 780-479-8824
   Kitchen Contact: Donna Marianych  587-784-7082

   St. Elia: www.uocc-stelia.ca
   Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada: www.uocc.ca
   Western Eparchy: www.uocc-we.ca

WEBSITES

CLERGY

COUNCIL

PRIEST:   Very Rev. Mitred Archpriest Fr. Georg Podtepa
                 Home:780-477-2583 / Cell: 780-984-6290
                 geopod@telusplanet.net

President: Alex Werstiuk 780-462-6468 / klipperdale@yahoo.ca
1st Vice-President: Tammy Ewanec 780-474-4867 / tewanec@shaw.ca
2nd Vice-President: Betty Corlett 780-932-9727 / bettycor@telus.net
Secretary: Sub Dcn. Evan Panchuk 
                  780-203-3439 / e_panchuk52@hotmail.com
Assistant Secretary: Helen Hayduk
                  780-476-1115 / mtnchld49@hotmail.com
Treasurer: Walter Marcenuik 780-463-9646 / wmarcenuik@gmail.com
Assistant Treasurer: Mary Ann Tymchuk
                  780-479-7972 / maryanntymchuk@shaw.ca
Hospodar: Al Hayduk 780-476-1115 / ahayduk@shaw.ca
Directors:  Bill Ewanec 780-474-4867 / hewanec@shaw.ca 
                  Dan Kobasiuk 780-473-4081 / mrdk38@hotmail.com
                  Orest Macyk 780-417-5294 / ojmacyk@telus.net
                  Andrii Sumruk 587-338-8777 / sumaruk3@gmail.com 
Club Trident President: Ivan Sawchuk 780-988-5862 / iws@shaw.ca
UWAC President: Donna Marianych 
                  587-784-7082 / Super.uke00@hotmail.ca
Mission Outreach: Myrna Kostash kostashm@yahoo.ca

Sunday Bulletin and Newsletter Contacts:
Myrna Kostash 780-433-0710 / kostashm@yahoo.ca       
Barbara Panchuk 780-710-5052 / bpanchuk52@gmail.com

СЛАВА ІСУСУ ХРИСТУ!
СЛАВА НАВІКИ!

GLORY BE TO JESUS CHRIST!
GLORY FOREVER!

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS: 
July & August (Summer Schedule)
Divine Liturgy start at 9:30 am

Newsletter submitions ~ feel free!
* If you want to share an event, story, or photos with 
our Ukrainian Orthodox community, please send 
the information to bpanchuk52@gmail.com



JULY & AUGUST SAINTS AND FEASTS

JULY 12: Feast of the Holy, Glorious, and All-Praiseworthy Chiefs of the Apostles, Peter and Paul

Peter was the son of Jonah and the brother of Andrew the First-called. 
He was of the tribe of Simeon, from the town of Bethsaida. He was a 
fisherman and was at first called Simon, but the Lord was pleased to call 
him Cephas, or Peter (John 1:42). He was the first of the disciples to 
clearly express faith in the Lord Jesus, saying: Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the Living God (Matthew 16:16). His love for the Lord was great, 
and his faith in the Lord became gradually stronger. After the descent 
of the Holy Spirit, Peter showed himself to be a fearless and powerful 
preacher of the Gospel. Following one of his sermons in Jerusalem, 
three thousand souls were converted to the Faith. He preached the 
Gospel in Palestine, Asia Minor, Illyria and Italy. Peter worked many 
powerful miracles: he healed the sick and resurrected the dead, and the 
sick were healed even from his shadow. By order of the evil Emperor 
Nero, Peter was condemned to death. Having consecrated Linus Bishop 
of Rome, and having counseled and comforted the flock of Christ, Peter 

proceeded joyfully to his death. Seeing the cross before him, he begged his executioners to crucify him 
upside down, for he considered himself unworthy to die as had his Lord. Thus, this great servant of the 
Great Lord reposed and received a wreath of eternal glory.

Paul was born in Tarsus and was of the tribe of Benjamin. At first he was called Saul. He was a Pharisee 
and a persecutor of Christianity. He was miraculously converted to the Christian Faith by the Lord Himself, 
Who appeared to him on the road to Damascus. He was baptized by the Apostle Ananias, named Paul 
and numbered in the service of the Great Apostles. With fiery zeal Paul preached the Gospel everywhere, 
from the borders of Arabia to Spain, among the Jews and among the Gentiles, and received the title 
“the Apostle to the Gentiles.” As horrible as his sufferings were, so much greater was his superhuman 
patience. Having filled all his days and nights with labor and suffering for Christ, having organized the 
Church in many places, and having attained such a degree of perfection, he was able to say: not I, but 
Christ liveth in me (Galatians 2:20). Paul was beheaded in Rome during the reign of Emperor Nero, at the 
same time as the martyrdom of the Apostle Peter.

AUGUST 2 PROPHET ELIAS

Elias of great fame was of priestly lineage, a man of a solitary and 
ascetical character, clothed in a mantle of sheep skin, and girded about 
his loins with a leather belt. His name is interpreted as “Yah is my God.” 
His zeal for the glory of God was compared to fire, and his speech for 
teaching and rebuke was likened unto a burning lamp. From this too he 
received the name Zealot.

Therefore, set aflame with such zeal, he sternly reproved the impiety 
and lawlessness of Ahab and his wife Jezebel. He shut up heaven by 
means of prayer, and it did not rain for three years and six months. 
Ravens brought him food for his need. He multiplied the little flour 
and oil of the poor widow of Sarephtha of Sidon, who had given him 
hospitality in her home, and when her son died, he raised him up.



He brought down fire from Heaven upon Mount Carmel, and it burned up the sacrifice offered to God 
before all the people of Israel, that they might know the truth. He received food wondrously at the hand of 
an Angel, and being strengthened by this food he walked for forty days and forty nights. He beheld God 
on Mount Horeb, as far as this is possible for human nature. 

He divided the flow of the Jordan, and he and his disciple Elisseus passed through as it were on dry land; 
and finally, while speaking with him, Elias was suddenly snatched away by a fiery chariot in the year 895 
B.C., and he ascended as though into heaven, whither God most certainly translated him alive. 
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=135

AUGUST 19 FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION

The transfiguration of Jesus is an event reported in the New 
Testament when Jesus is transfigured and becomes radiant in 
glory upon a mountain. Jesus and three of his apostles, Peter, 
James, John, go to a mountain (the Mount of Transfiguration) to 
pray. On the mountain, Jesus begins to shine with bright rays of 
light. Then the prophets Moses and Elijah appear next to him and 
he speaks with them. Jesus is then called “Son” by a voice in the 
sky, assumed to be God the Father, as in the Baptism of Jesus.

In the Byzantine view the Transfiguration is not only a feast in 
honor of Jesus, but a feast of the Holy Trinity, for all three Persons of the Trinity are interpreted as being 
present at that moment: God the Father spoke from heaven; God the Son was the one being transfigured, 
and God the Holy Spirit was present in the form of a cloud. In this sense, the transfiguration is also 
considered the “Small Epiphany” (the “Great Epiphany” being the Baptism of Jesus, when the Holy Trinity 
appeared in a similar pattern).

The Transfiguration is ranked as one of the Twelve Great Feasts of the Byzantine liturgical calendar. In 
Byzantine theology, the Tabor Light is the light revealed on Mount Tabor at the Transfiguration of Jesus, 
identified with the light seen by Paul on the road to Damascus.

Grapes are traditionally brought to church to be blessed after the Divine Liturgy on the day of the 
Transfiguration. If grapes are not available in the area, apples or some other fruit may be brought. This 
begins the “Blessing of First Fruits” for the year.

AUGUST 28 FEAST OF THE DORMITION

The Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos is the commemoration of 
the falling asleep, burial, resurrection, and translation of the Theotokos 
into heaven in the body. The word “Dormition” is a derivative from the 
Latin word “dormitio”, which means “falling asleep.”

The main source of the narrative of the feast of the Dormition is based on 
the oral and written Tradition of the church. According to the Orthodox 
Tradition, the Virgin Mary lived after Pentecost in the house of the 
Apostle John in Jerusalem. As the Mother of the Lord, she became the 
source of encouragement and help for the Apostles and all Christians.
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Three days before her death, the Archangel Gabriel appeared to the Virgin Mary and revealed to her the 
date of her departure into eternal life. Immediately, the Theotokos returned to her home and prepared 
herself for this event through fasting and prayer.

On the day of her repose, even though the apostles were scattered throughout the world, they were 
miraculously transported to be at her side. Exceptionally, the Apostle Thomas did not arrive on time to bid 
his final farewell to the Theotokos.

While the Apostles were singing hymns in honor of the Mother of God, they saw a vision showing Christ, 
accompanied by Angels and Saints, coming to escort the soul of His Most Holy Mother into heaven. With 
songs of praises, the Apostles carried the body of the most pure Theotokos to the grave in Gethsemane 
to be buried near her parents.

At Gethsemane, the disciples gathered and remained around her tomb and kept a vigil for three days. 
On the Third day, the Apostle Thomas arrived and asked to view for the last time the Most Holy Mother 
of God. When the Apostles opened the grave of the Theotokos, her body was not there. The Apostles 
realized then that she was taken into heaven in the body to be reunited with her soul. 
http://ww1.antiochian.org/feast-dormition-theotokos

ICON OF THE FEAST

The Icon of the Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos shows her on her deathbed surrounded by the 
Apostles. Christ is standing in the center, looking at His mother. He is holding a small child clothed in white 
representing the soul of the Virgin Mary. With His golden garments, the angels above His head, and the 
mandorla surrounding Him, Christ is depicted in His divine glory. 

The posture of the Apostles direct attention toward the Theotokos. On the right Saint Peter censes the 
body of the Theotokos. On the left Saint Paul bows low in honour of her. Together with the Apostles are 
several bishops  and women. The bishops traditionally represented are James, the brother of the Lord, 
Timothy, Heirotheus, and Dionysius the Areopagite. They are shown wearing episcopal vestments. The 
women are members of the church in Jerusalem. In front of the bed of the Theotokos is a candle that 
helps to form a central axis in the icon. Above the candle is the body of the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin 
Mary. Standing over His mother is Christ holding her most pure soul. Above Christ the gates of heaven 
stand open, ready to receive the Mother of God.

Another View of  St Peter (Rome) and St Paul (Constantinople): Historic Meeting of Pope Paul VI, 
Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras in 1964

In 1964, the relationship between the Orthodox Church and 
the Catholic Church took a dramatic turn towards encounter 
and dialogue. On Jan. 6, 1964, Pope Paul VI (+1978) and 
Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras (+1972) met on the Mount 
of Olives in Jerusalem. They prayed together and exchanged 
the kiss of peace.

Such a blessed encounter at that time captured the attention of 
the Christian world. It marked a dramatic turn from alienation to 
engagement. This was the first formal meeting of a pope and 
ecumenical patriarch since 1438. “May this meeting of ours,” 
said Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, “be the first glimmer 

of dawn of a shining and holy day in which Christian generations of the future will receive communion in 
the holy Body and Blood of the Lord from the same chalice, in love, peace and unity, and will praise and
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glorify the one Lord and Savior of all.” “It was fitting,” said Pope Paul VI, “that it should be in this center 
forever blessed and sacred that we, pilgrims from Rome and Constantinople, are able to meet and join in 
common prayer.” 
https://www.goarch.org/-/historic-meeting-of-pope-paul-vi-ecumenical-patriarch-athenagoras

Yoho WWI internment camp site memorialized and consecrated

For Immediate Release (Yoho, B.C, Calgary, Ottawa, 24 June 2019)

A trilingual educational plaque and commemorative statue were unveiled and consecrated Saturday, June 
22, 2019, to the civilian internees held in Yoho National Park’s internment camp during the First World War.

More than 125 people from Calgary and the surrounding community in the British Columbia Interior 
attended the unveiling, near the Natural Bridge in the Park.

The UCCLA, in co-operation with Parks Canada, as well as with the support of the Ukrainian community 
of Calgary and the region, unveiled a trilingual (English, French, Ukrainian) plaque and on the site where, 
from 1915 and 1916, some 200 men, mostly East and Central Europeans and mostly Ukrainians, were 
unjustly interned as enemy aliens under the War Measures Act. At the same time, the Canadian First 
World War Internment Recognition Fund (CFWWIRF) unveiled a statue by sculptor John Boxtel, of an 
internee titled “Last Man Standing.”  

Consecrating the plaque and statue were Rev. Fr. Dr. Timothy Chrapko of St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian Orthodox 
Sobor, (Calgary), and Fr. Greg Faryna of St. Stephen Protomartyr Ukrainian Catholic Church, (Calgary).

“The UCCLA has, over the decades, been steadfast in its commitment to memorialize each and every 
'concentration camp' created by the government of the day,” said UCCLA’s Borys Sydoruk. “With thanks 
today to the Endowment Council of the Canadian First World War Internment Recognition Fund, as well 
as Park Canada, the statue and plaque consecrated in the heart of this country’s national parks system in 
Yoho means our work in permanently memorializing every site is ongoing, but successful.”

Some 90,000 civilians were part of the machinery of Canada’s first national internment operations from 
1914 to 1920, whether they were arrested, interned, dispossessed of their wealth, made to work, or forced 
to regularly register with the police. Yoho was the site of one of 24 internment camps in Canada, which 
housed more than 8,000 men, and in some cases women and children, during the First World War and 
for two years following, simply for being born or for having parents who were born in what was then the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire. The majority of those interned were Ukrainians, which were invited by the 
Dominion government to settle this country, and which the British government in London suggested were 
“friendly” aliens and recommended against interning. Canada went ahead anyway.

UCCLA worked collaboratively with the CFWWIRF and the Government of Canada to create the new 
exhibit after the previous on the same site required extensive upgrading.

The Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association (L'Association ukrainienne-canadienne des droits civils) is 
a non-partisan, voluntary, non-profit research and educational organization committed to the articulation and 
promotion of the Ukrainian Canadian community's interests and to the defence of the civil liberties and human 
rights of Ukrainians in Canada and elsewhere.

For more on UCCLA please go to: www.uccla.ca



Holy Pentecost at St. Elias (June 16, 2019)

His Grace Bishop Ilarion officiated at the Divine Liturgy, assisted by clergy,
to celebrate Holy Pentecost at the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of St. Elia

                 



UWAC Appreciation Banquet (June 20, 2019)

UWAC Appreciation Banquet at Chateau Lois. An enjoyable gathering with a delicious meal.
Awards were handed out to long-time members.
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Upcoming news and events at our sister parishes and in the Ukrainian Community

ST. ANTHONY’S KHRAM  Sunday, July 21, 2019

9:30 AM Greeting of His Grace, Bishop ILARION
10:00 AM Hierarchical Divine Liturgy

- 25th Anniversary of Fr. Patrick’s Ordination
- Complementary luncheon with presentation

Ukrainian Day_ Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village 

August 18, 2019  9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Witness history come alive as Alberta’s Ukrainian community celebrates its pioneer roots 
as well as all things Ukrainian in the province today. An afternoon concert featuring the 
best in Ukrainian dance and music takes place at this annual event co-hosted with the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress – Alberta Provincial Council. Other family fun includes a 
visit to the historical village, children’s activities, village market and the Ukrainian Village 
Food Festival.

SYMPOSIUM: Мова, культура і соціум в Україні та діаспорі/ Language, Culture and 
Society: Ukraine and the Diaspora

August 24, 2019 8:30 am - 3:00 pm
St. John’s Institute  (11024 82 Ave, Edmonton, T6G 0T2)

        

MESSAGE FROM PARISH PRESIDENT

As the president of St. Elias Church I would like to express my appreciation towards all the members 
for their continued support and dedication.  The members of the ladies and mens organizations 
UWAC and TYC continue to support the Church and help with their time and efforts to keep our 
doors open.  The hospodars and altar servers continue to help keep the Church in good working 
order.   Our gatherings to make perogies and work in the kitchen together is always appreciated.  
Thank you to everyone on the Church board for your attention to detail and helpful involvement 
in our meetings.  A big thank-you to those who came out to help with our Casino work.  It was 
wonderful and a joy to see everyone who shared in our appreciation banquet.  Welcome to all new 
members of St. Elias.  We hope you feel at home with us.

President,
Alex Werstiuk
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     UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF ST.ELIA. 

ORDER OF SERVICES FOR JULY 2019.

7.  - SUNDAY………. 3-rd.SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST................ 9:30 A.M.

14.  - SUNDAY………. 4-th. SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST............... 9:30 A.M.

21.  - SUNDAY……….5-th.SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST................ 9:30 A.M.

                28.  - SUNDAY……….6-th.SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST................ 9:30 A.M.
 

ORDER OF SERVICES FOR AUGUST 2019.

4.  - SUNDAY………. 7-th.SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST................ 9:30 A.M.

11.  - SUNDAY……… 8-th.SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST................. 9:30 A.M.

               18.  - SUNDAY…….... 9-th.SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ................ 9:30 A.M.

25.  - SUNDAY………. 10-th.SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST............... 9:30 A.M.




