ST. ELIA’S NEWSLETTER
MAY 2022
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!
CHRIST IS RISEN!
INDEED HE IS RISEN!

CONTACTS
UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF ST. ELIA
11833 – 66 Street NW, Edmonton, AB T5B 1J2
Office:780-471-2288 / Kitchen: 780-479-8824
Kitchen Contact: Hilda Ewanec 780-474-4867

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS:
9:30 am Confessions
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
* Confessions are available
in the board room.

WEBSITES
St. Elia: www.uocc-stelia.ca
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada: www.uocc.ca
Western Eparchy: www.uocc-we.ca

CLERGY
PROVODY - Graveside Blessings
- St. Stephen’s Cemetery:
Sunday, May 1, 2:00 PM
- Edmonton Municipal Cemetery:
Sunday, May 8, 2:00 PM
- Beechmount Cemetery:
Sunday, May 15, 2:00 PM
- St. Michael’s Cemetery:
Sunday, May 22, 2:00 PM
- Evergreen Cemetery:
Sunday, May 29, 2:00 PM

PRIEST: Very Rev. Mitred Archpriest Fr. Georg Podtepa
Home: 780-477-2583 / Cell: 780-984-6290

COUNCIL
President: Alex Werstiuk 780-462-6468/780-222-8050
1st Vice-President: Tammy Ewanec 780-660-6108
2nd Vice-President: Betty Corlett 780-932-9727
Secretary: Sub Dcn. Evan Panchuk 780-203-3439
Assistant Secretary: Mary Ann Tymchuk 780-479-7972
Treasurer: Tanya Popovych 780-690-0542
Assistant Treasurer: Ivan Sawchuk 780-988-5862
Hospodar: Al Hayduk 780-476-1115
Directors: Bill Ewanec 780-474-4867
Orest Macyk 780-417-5294

Newsletter submitions ~ feel free!
* If you like to share your news or stories
with St. Elia’s memebers, please email me
the information.
* If you know any Church memebers who
can’t attend a service but want to receive
our monthly newsletter to their home,
please let me know.
Barbara Panchuk (bpanchuk52@gmail.com)

Hilda Ewanec 780-474-4867
Igor Stebli 780-850-5656
Club Trident President: Ivan Sawchuk 780-988-5862
UWAC President: Betty Corlett 780-932-9727
Mission Outreach: Myrna Kostash 780-433-0710
Sunday Bulletin and Newsletter Contacts:
Barbara Panchuk 780-710-5052

The message of Metropolitan Epifaniy of Kyiv and all Ukraine [autocephalous Orthodox
Church of Ukraine, in communion with the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Constantinople]
Christ is Risen!
On the occasion of Great and Holy Pascha, I wish to share with you the joyful words of the angelic message
of the Resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, confessing this truth as the cornerstone of our
common Orthodox Christian faith.
This year, Orthodox Christians in Ukraine celebrate the Resurrection of Christ under extraordinary
circumstances, immersed in the pain, grief, tears, suffering, destruction, violence, and death brought to
our peaceful land by the army of Russia. On the Eve of the Great Fast, the ruler of that country issued
orders to attack Ukrainian cities and villages, to kill our brothers and sisters.
These crimes against the peaceful people of Ukraine continued into and through Great Lent and to this
day. Their now infamous symbols include Bucha, a thriving peaceful suburb of Kyiv where hundreds of
civilians were executed in the weeks of Russian occupation, and Mariupol, a large, beautiful city named
after the Mother of God, which Russia has turned into twisted ruins and graves for thousands of innocents
slain.
I am convinced that not only these crimes but also the words and actions of Kirill, Patriarch of Moscow,
who from the ambon supported the war against Ukraine and consequently led those who trusted him as
their shepherd to their deaths, should be condemned by the Fullness of Orthodoxy. No one with blood on
their hands may hold the Chalice or the shepherd’s staff.
However, amid the darkness and suffering of war, the light of Christ’s Resurrection gives us confidence in
the victory of truth, life, and of love. We are grateful to all those who, through prayers for peace in Ukraine,
humanitarian aid, care for refugees, or words and actions condemning Russian aggression, have shown
and continue to show their fraternal love.
Congratulating you from the bottom of my heart on the Resurrection of Christ, I wish you many and
blessed years of service for the benefit of the Church and the pious flock entrusted to you, good health,
increasing spiritual and physical strength, and all blessings from the Lord!
I ask your holy prayers for me, for the Orthodox Church of Ukraine and the Ukrainian people, and for the
victory of truth and a just peace for our country. I also assure you of my prayers.
Orthodoxtimes.com
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Message from Parish Priest, Very Rev. Mitred Archpriest Fr. Georg Podtepa
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!
CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!
Greetings to all members and adherents of St. Elia Ukrainian Orthodox Church on this feast and our most
joyful occasion. I wish to send my greetings to our Metropolitan Ilarion, Bishop Andrij, the priests, the
deacons, subdeacons, dobrodiky, church boards and families. I congratulate you and rejoice with you on
this feast.
The Resurrection is the most magnificent event of our history and in our life. The Resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ on the third day is the most superb event in the history of our church. We spend all the
weeks and Sundays of Great Lent, then Passion Week with its asceticism, just so on Good Friday, we
can say with St. Paul the Apostle: “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ
who lives in me” (Galatians 2:20). In the Resurrection, we see the empty tomb and the guards guarding
it, and the large stone that covered the door of the tomb. After three days, our Lord Jesus Christ rose.
Much archaeological and historical evidence exists. However, this is in addition to prophetic testimonies.
“For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so [was] the Son of Man,” our
Lord Jesus Christ, “Be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth” (Matthew 12:40). When the
Marys came with burial spices to the tomb, they were shocked to hear He who was placed here “is not
here, but is risen!” (Luke24:6).
The second reason for celebrating the glorious Resurrection is that without the Resurrection, our Christian
faith is futile. The Resurrection is the foundation of faith and the foundation of our doctrine on which our
Christianity stands. Without the Resurrection, the church would not exist, nor the Gospel, nor preaching,
nor a foundation for our faith.
The third reason for celebrating the Resurrection for all these days is that the Resurrection is the source
of our joy and peace. We read St. John’s Gospel chapter 20, verse 20: “Then the disciples were glad
when they saw the Lord,” When He appeared to them in the upper room while the doors were shut, and
they were full of fear and terrified, and our Lord Jesus Christ appeared in their midst, and said, “Peace be
with you.”
Thus, the Resurrection became a cause for joy and peace. For this reason, we call the Gospel “the Good
News,” that is to say, “Joyful News.” Every time you hold your Bible, you are holding the source of joy
in your life. We call the Resurrection “Easter” related to the word “East,” out of which light shines, with
gladness and joy. The Resurrection is peace towards humanity. “This is the day the Lord made; Let us
greatly rejoice, and be glad therein” (Psalm 118:24).
We pray for peace in Ukraine, and safety for all our relatives and residents that live in dangerous territories.
May God protect Ukraine from Russian aggression.
Fr. Georg Podtepa
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Message from Rev. Fr. Vasyl Maskal
“Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, ” Peace be with you.”
Dearly beloved in Christ, the parishioners of St. Elia,
Christ is Risen.
One of the greatest gifts that Christ gives us after His Resurrection is, “Peace”. If we live having Christ
in our hearts, if we truly entered into the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection, peace will be part
of our daily lives. Our daily lives consist of prayers asking for peace. We start every service by calling
everyone present to, “In peace, let us pray to the Lord.”, then we say, “For the peace from above and for
the salvation of our souls”. We all hunger for peace and love and this gift comes from above. Peace is to
know that His Will, will be done through us and nothing will ever happen to us if we carry this peace with
us. I pray that I, and all of you may obtain this peace during this Holy Season as we celebrate the joy of
Pascha for the next 40 days.
Let us remember our dear brothers and sisters in Ukraine who are struggling for not only the Peace of
Christ and Peace within their hearts but also the Peace that comes during the time of war.
Through the Peace of Christ that shines from the empty tomb I remain yours in Christ,
Fr. Vasyl Maskal

Fr. Vasyl was born in Yuma, Arizona, on February 27 and shortly thereafter came
to Canada and was raised in Saskatoon. Dobrodiyka Sofiya was born in Lviv,
Ukraine, on March 10 and was raised in Ukraine. Dobrodiyka came to Canada
in February of 2016.
After completing a Bachelor of Arts degree in 2014, Fr. Vasyl pursued a degree in
Education and completed his Bachelors of Education in 2016. In the Fall of 2016,
Fr. Vasyl moved to Vegreville, Alberta to teach at A.L Horton Ukrainian Bilingual
School. He was able to drive into Edmonton twice a week to teach beginner
Ukrainian to adults and sing in the Ukrainian Male Chorus of Edmonton.
Fr. Vasyl and Dobrodiyka Sofiya were married in Saskatoon on September 21,
2019. On Friday, September 27, 2019, on the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy
Cross and with the blessing of His Eminence, Metropolitan Yurij, Bishop Andriy
ordained Fr. Vasyl to the Holy Diaconate at Holy Trinity Cathedral in Saskatoon.
During the summer of 2020, Fr. Vasyl and Dobrodiyka Sofiya moved and settled in Fort Saskatchewan where
Fr. Vasyl has returned to teaching at the Bilingual school in Vegreville. Dobrodiyka Sofiya was able to find work
in Fort Saskatchewan working as an Interior Designer.
Fr. Vasyl was ordained a priest on the Feasts of the Circumcision of Our Lord and of St. Basil on January 14,
2022 at All Saints Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Saskatoon by His Grace, Bishop Ilarion, Bishop of Edmonton
and the Western Eparchy, Locum Tenens of the Metropolitan Cathedral.
As a deacon and now priest, Fr. Vasyl and Dobrodiyka Sofiya have had the blessing to travel and to serve in
many church communities across Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba with Bishop Ilarion.

Message from Parish President
Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
Dear parishioners of St. Elia I am very happy to extend my heartfelt greetings to all of you. Our
celebration of the Resurrection was very good. It was a pleasure to see new faces and open the doors
of our church family to others. In the coming weeks we will be gathering for Provody at the various
cemeteries to bless the graves of our friends and family. I would also like to thank all those who have
generously given donations of useful goods, clothing, non-perishable food and money in aid of Ukraine.
We will continue to do the little that we can and support one another the best that we know how. Please
stay safe and healthy.
St. Elia’s President , Alex Werstiuk

MAY SAINTS AND FEAST DAYS
May 8: Sunday of Myrrh-bearing Women
The Sunday of Myrrh-bearing Women falls on the second Sunday following
Pascha. About the beginning of His thirty-second year, when the Lord
Jesus was going throughout Galilee, preaching and working miracles, many
women who had received of His beneficence left their own homeland and
from then on followed after Him. They ministered unto Him out of their own
possessions, even until His crucifixion and entombment; and afterwards,
neither losing faith in Him after His death, nor fearing the wrath of the
Jewish rulers, they came to the sepulchre, bearing the myrrh-oils they had
prepared to anoint His body. It is because of the myrrh-oils that these Godloving women brought to the tomb of Jesus that they are called the Myrrhbearers. They were the first to see the empty tomb and were instructed by
the risen Lord to bring the joyful news to the apostles
Tropar

Verily, the angel came to the tomb and said to the ointment-bearing women, “the ointment is
meant for the dead, but Christ is shown to be remote from corruption. But cry ye, ‘The Lord is
risen, granting the world the Great Mercy.’”

May 13: Apostle James Zebedee
The holy, glorious, all-laudable Apostle James, also known as James the
Great was a son of Zebedee, the brother of the Apostle John and a fisherman.
At the invitation of Jesus he left his nets to follow him and is counted among
the Twelve Great Apostles. Belonging to Christ’s ‘inner circle’, James was
present on Mount Tabor for Christ’s transfiguration and also for his suffering
in the garden of Gethsemane. Following Pentecost, St. James preached
in Spain, and upon his return to Jerusalem the Jews would argue with
him vehemently concerning the Holy Scriptures. None could withstand his
wisdom, however.
Seeing this the Jews slandered him before Herod and among some false
witnesses there was a certain Josias. But in hearing St. James’ testimony,
Josias believed and was condemned to death with James. Before the axe
fell, St. James embraced and kissed this repentant false witness and said,
“Peace and forgiveness to you!” St. James was martyred in the year AD 45 and was the first Apostle to die
for Christ. His body was translated to Spain* where his relics continue to work miracles even to this day.
* Santiago de Compostela, a city in northwestern Spain, has its
origin in the shrine of Saint James the Great (now the Cathedral
of Santiago de Compostela) as the destination of the Way of St.
James, a leading pilgrimage route since the 9th century. His symbol
is the scallop shell.

May 21: Apostle/Evangelist John
He was the youngest of the disciples of Jesus. With Peter and his
brother James, he was the inner circle of the apostles. With his
father, his brother, Peter and Andrew, they operated a successful
fishing business on the Sea of Galilee. He was present from the
wedding at Cana through the ascension of Jesus into heaven. He
saw all the miracles, the healings and heard all that Jesus taught.
During the last supper, he leaned at the side of the Lord. Unlike
most of the disciples, he remained with the Lord throughout his
trial and his crucifixion. To him Jesus entrusted the care of his
mother Mary. When the women who first heard the news of the
Resurrection came to announce it to the disciples, he went with Peter to the empty tomb.
In the beginning, John and Peter led the church from Jerusalem. Eventually he moved to Ephesus with
Mary. There he would live longer than all of the apostles. He was never martyred, but was exiled for awhile
on the island of Patmos. Next to St. Paul, he wrote more of the New Testament books than anyone else.
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May 24: Saints Cyril and Methodius
Our fathers among the saints Cyril and Methodius were
brothers who brought Orthodoxy to the Slavic peoples of central
Europe in the ninth century. In preparation for their mission
to the Slavs they devised the Glagolitic alphabet to translate
the Holy Scriptures and other Christian writings into what is
now called Old Church Slavonic. With further development by
their disciples it became the Cyrillic alphabet, which is now
used by many of the Slavic peoples. However, the work of the
brothers in translating the Holy Scriptures, the services, and
other Christian literature into Slavonic has been the greatest
example of Orthodox missionaries bringing Christianity to the
peoples of the world.
While events only a few decades after the death of Methodius seemed to destroy their work in Moravia,
their work became the foundation of Slavic civilization in eastern and south-eastern Europe and provided
the language footings for the missionary efforts in the coming centuries. It is for this continuation of the
practice of the Holy Apostles of speaking of Christianity in the languages of all the nations that Sts. Cyril
and Methodius are remembered as equal to the apostles.

News and Stories in St. Elia Parish Community

Holy Pascha Service & Easter Basket Blessing at St Elia - April 24, 2022

Upcoming news and events at our sister parishes and in the Ukrainian Community
Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal Update
Since Russia launched a full-out war on Ukraine on February 24, aid has been delivered to some of the
hardest-hit cities in the north, east and south of Ukraine. We are withholding more specific information
due to security concerns.
The Humanitarian Appeal has also delivered aid to Ukrainian displaced persons in Romania and Moldova.
CUF is working with more than a dozen organizations and projects to help alleviate the worst humanitarian
crisis in Europe since WWII.
In the coming weeks, CUF/UCC will continue to share information about the organizations, programs, and
projects that your generous donations are supporting.
The Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal is supporting the work of GlobalMedic, who are assisting Ukrainians
displaced to neighbouring countries and internally in Ukraine. In Ukraine, Romania and Moldova
GlobalMedic is distributing food, hygiene products and other aid.
In Lviv, GlobalMedic and a “local partner have taken over a restaurant in Lviv. Funded by GlobalMedic,
this local restaurant serves free meals to Ukrainians living in or passing through Lviv. GlobalMedic has
set up at the train station, providing these free meals to families directly after disembarking the train.”
GlobalMedic has also shipped medication and medical supplies to Warsaw, which were transported to
support a hospital in Lviv. “Additionally, GlobalMedic has purchased 5,000 First Aid Kits, which will be
sent overseas to families in Ukraine. Some of GlobalMedic’s Ukrainian-speaking volunteers translated
instructional videos made to demonstrate how the contents of the kits should be used.”
Donations in support of humanitarian relief can be made through:
www.cufoundation.ca
or mailed to 620 Spadina Ave, Suite 200, Toronto, ON, M5S 2H4
For further information: ukraineappeal@cufoundation.ca

Background
The Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal, established by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) and the CanadaUkraine Foundation (CUF) is working with Ukrainian government ministries, who are in the best position to
advise on the needs on the ground so that we can ensure that the donations we receive meet the needs of the
Ukrainian people. The appeal will work with established partners on the ground who have demonstrated the
ability to deliver aid in a timely and effective manner.
The Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal Committee is established jointly by the two organizations to formalize a
coordinated approach in providing humanitarian assistance quickly and efficiently to those in need in Ukraine
to address any further aggression by Russia. The committee will work with the Ukrainian Canadian community
across Canada to reduce duplication of effort, increase efficiency and ensure aid efforts have the most effective
impact for Ukrainian citizens affected by the crisis.
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Bottle & Donation Drive for Ukraine
Saturday, April 30 - Sunday, May 8
Drop off your bottles and cans from 11:00 am to 7:00 pm
at the Ukrainan Youth Unity Complex
9615 - 153 Ave NW, Edmonton, AB
All funds raised will be donated to the
Canada-Ukraine Foundation & Friends of Ukraine Defense Forces Fund
Cash donations will also accepted

Mosaics & Merlot : UWAC, St. John’s Cathedral Branch Event
The Ukrainian Women’s Association of Canada, St. John’s Cathedral Branch cordially invites you to
“Mosaics & Merlot” an evening with Theo Harasymiw, lead artist and designer of the mosaic, Our Heritage:
The Past, The Present and The Future, a project celebrating the Cathedral’s 100th anniversary in 2023.
This will be an informal talk, a Q & A, about the completed twelve mosaic panels, each measuring 4’ X 8’.
The event begins at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, May 13, 2022 at St. John’s Cultural Centre.
Wine will be available for purchase. Please RSVP to Olena Korniyenko, Administrator of St. John’s Cultural
Centre (780-425-9692 or info@uocc-stjohn.ca) or Myroslava Chomiak (780-484-1720 or mchomiak@
shaw.ca ) by Wednesday, May 11, 2022 to give the organizing committee an idea of how many to prepare
for.
Donations to the Canada-Ukraine Foundation for their Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal will be accepted.
Parish and UWAC members are invited to attend! Please feel free to share and extend the invitation with
others in your Parish whose emails I did not have.
Myroslava Chomiak,
UWAC, St. John’s Cathedral Branch

DENNIS & DAVID YOWNEY : ACUA Art Exhibition
MAY 06, 2022 TO MAY 27, 2022
A brand new showcase featuring the paintings of Dennis Yowney
and David Yowney, two accomplished artists who both happen to
be from Athabasca and were born on the same day (from the same
parents).
ACUA
9534-87 Street Edmonton
Viewing Hours:
Tue – Thu 10am – 4pm
Friday 2pm – 7pm
Saturday 11am – 3pm

UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF ST.ELIA.

ORDER OF SERVICES FOR MAY 2022.
1. - SUNDAY……….. APOSTLE THOMAS….............….............…............... 10:00 A.M.
BLESSING OF GRAVES: ST.STEPHEN CEMETARY ........... 2:00 P.M.
8. - SUNDAY .....…… MYRRH – BEARING WOMEN...............…................. 10:00 A.M
BLESSING OF GRAVES: EDMONTON CEMETARY ............ 2:00 P.M.
15. - SUNDAY ………. THE PARALYZED MAN............................................. 10:00 A.M.
BLESSING OF GRAVES: BEECHMOUNT CEMETARY ....... 2:00 P.M.
22. - SUNDAY……….. SAMARITAN WOMAN……....….............…................. 10:00 A.M.
BLESSING OF GRAVES: ST.MICHAEL CEMETARY ............ 2:00 P.M.
29. - SUNDAY……….. BLIND MAN….............….............….............…...........10:00 A.M.
BLESSING OF GRAVES: EVERGREEN CEMETARY ........... 2:00 P.M.

ORDER OF SERVICES FOR JUNE 2022.
5. - SUNDAY……...... FATHERS OF 1st ECUMENICAL COUNCIL.................10:00 A.M.
12. - SUNDAY……...... TRINITY SUNDAY.......................................................10:00 A.M.
19. - SUNDAY……...... ALL SAINTS................................................................10:00 A.M.
26. - SUNDAY……...... ALL SAINTS OF UKRAINE......................................... 10:00 A.M.

