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   11833 – 66 Street NW, Edmonton, AB  T5B 1J2
   Office:780-471-2288 / Kitchen: 780-479-8824
   Kitchen Contact: Hilda Ewanec 780-474-4867

   St. Elia: www.uocc-stelia.ca
   Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada: www.uocc.ca
   Western Eparchy: www.uocc-we.ca
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CLERGY

COUNCIL

PRIEST:   Very Rev. Mitred Archpriest Fr. Georg Podtepa
                 Home: 780-477-2583 / Cell: 780-984-6290
                 Rev. Fr. Vasyl Maskal Cell: 306-229-7743

President: Alex Werstiuk 780-462-6468/780-222-8050
1st Vice-President: Tammy Ewanec  780-660-6108
2nd Vice-President: Betty Corlett  780-932-9727
Secretary: Fr.Deacon Evan Panchuk  780-203-3439
Assistant Secretary: Mary Ann Tymchuk  780-479-7972
Treasurer: Tanya Popovych 780-690-0542 
Assistant Treasurer: Ivan Sawchuk 780-988-5862
Hospodar: Al Hayduk  780-476-1115
Directors:  Bill Ewanec  780-474-4867 
                 Orest Macyk  780-417-5294
                 Hilda Ewanec 780-474-4867
                 Igor Stebli 780-850-5656 
Club Trident President: Ivan Sawchuk  780-988-5862
UWAC President:  Betty Corlett  780-932-9727
Mission Outreach: Myrna Kostash  780-433-0710

Sunday Bulletin and Newsletter Contacts:       
Barbara Panchuk  780-710-5052

СЛАВА ІСУСУ ХРИСТУ!
СЛАВА НАВІКИ!

GLORY BE TO JESUS CHRIST!
GLORY FOREVER!

UPCOMING EVENTS
 
  COUNCIL MEETING  
  Sunday, Oct 16th, 2022
  after Divine Liturgy

  WESTERN EPARCHY ASSEMBLY
October 21 - 23, 2022
at The Cathedral of St. John the  Baptist

  Fellowship Potluck Lunch
  October 30, 2022 after Liturgy

We’ll put the coffee pot on.  Bring something   
for yourself and one other person if you are 
able to. If not, everyone is still invited.  
Homemade / store bought – anything is 
fine. A sandwich or two, some fruit, a small 
plate of cookies, a ring of kobasa...
It will be interesting to see what is on the 
table. 
Bring yourself, bring a friend, and a little 
food so we can share a bite to eat and  visit.

 NO MEETING!  JUST FELLOWSHIP!
 SAVE THE DATE!

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS: 
 9:30 am  Confessions
10:00 am  Divine Liturgy
 * Confessions are available
    in the board room.



OCTOBER SAINTS & FEASTS

OCTOBER 7: EQUAL TO THE APOSTLES THEKLA

This saint was from the city of Iconium. When she was eighteen 
years of age, she was instructed in the Faith of Christ and the hope 
of the resurrection by the Apostle Paul, whom also she followed, 
forsaking her betrothed and espousing a life of virginity for the sake 
of the Heavenly Bridegroom. Having preached Christ in various cities 
and suffered many things, she reposed in Seleucia of Cilicia at the 
age of 90.

OCTOBER 14: Feast of the protection of the mother of god /pokorova bohorodytsi

The feast day celebrates the appearance of the Mother of God in 
Constantinople in the tenth century. At the end of St. (Andrew of 
Constantinople’s life, he, with his disciple St. Epiphanius, and a group of 
people, saw the Mother of God, St. John the Baptist, and several other 
saints and angels during a vigil in the Church of Blachernae, nearby the 
city gates. The Blachernae Palace church was where several of her relics 
were kept. The relics were her robe, veil, and part of her belt that had 
been transferred from Palestine during the fifth century. 

The Theotokos approached the center of the church, knelt down and 
remained in prayer for a long time. Her face was drowned in tears. Then 
she took her veil off and spread it over the people as a sign of protection. 
During the time, the people in the city were threatened by a barbarian 
invasion. After the appearance of the Mother of God, the danger was 
averted and the city was spared from bloodshed and suffering. 

Today the faithful celebrate the feast with joy, illumined by your coming, O Mother of God.
Beholding your pure image we fervently cry to you: “Encompass us beneath the precious veil of your 
protection; deliver us from every form of evil by entreating Christ, your Son and our God that He may save 
our souls.”

OCTOBER 21: VENERABLE PELAGIA
HYMN OF PRAISE
Pelagia the sinner repented,  And with knowledge of the true Faith, illumined 
her soul.
The world beckoned her, the world enticed her, but she hearkened not.
Her conscience was awakened, her soul began to shine. How much effort she 
applied, how many struggles She endured, wrestling with her sinful body- Itself 
like a decaying apple.
So much effort, so much suffering she invested, Until she deified her unhappy 
soul through faith.
In the heavens, God’s sun shone, But Pelagia’s soul shone more. Repentance-
God has left us repentance. By repentance, Pelagia was glorified. 
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Food for thought
from Rev. Fr. Vasyl Maskal

Sunday church services might last anywhere from one to one and a half 
hours or longer, depending on when we arrive and what services are 
taking place.

We might watch or attend a sporting event later on that day, which 
shockingly takes an hour to an hour and a half to complete.

Now, some people might decide to miss church entirely and stay home, 
eagerly anticipating the commencement of a game, such as a football, 
baseball, hockey, or other sport. You know: Waiting around for a Sunday’s 
“party” to start.

Let’s say, though, that your family was holding a wedding or a baptism and some of the invited guests 
decided not to participate in the religious ceremony at the church but rather to head straight to the reception 
hall and wait about until the eating and drinking portion began. Would that annoy you in any way?

If so, might it be that you felt a little disrespected toward your family’s significant event? Or perhaps it’s 
because some of your visitors treated your family’s somber religious celebration like any other informal 
party?

But wait a minute. . . Do we think about what God might be thinking of us when we decide to only attend 
the “party” of His weekly invitation?

Message from Mission Outreach Committee

On September 26 our Jewish neighbours observed Rosh Hashanah, also known as the Jewish New Year, 
to mark one of Judaism’s holiest days. Rosh Hashanah also marks the start of the High Holy Days. It is 
“the birthday of the universe,” and in the Jewish calendar, it is the start of year 5783. It is an occasion 
celebrated with prayer, synagogue services, reflection, symbolic foods and the blowing of a ram’s horn 
called a shofar.

Last week’s Alberta Jewish News ran a story, “Helping Ukrainian refugees in YEG,” about the dedicated 
volunteer, Yuliya Massarsky, who has family in Ukraine and who was herself born and raised there. As 
soon as the war started February 24, and as soon as Ukrainian evacuees started arriving in Edmonton, 
she knew she had to help. “I know the language and way of life and as an immigrant myself I recognize 
what the new immigrants are going through.” Yuliya and her family are only one of several who have 
hosted families from Ukraine. “I am thankful for every single family from our Jewish community that 
helped.” More than 3800 Ukrainians have arrived in Alberta. Shanah tovah! Happy New Year!

From our funds, gratefully received from the St Elia Lesia Ukrainka branch of the UWAC, we have:
Sent a cheque of $500 to Edmonton’s Food Bank. Donated $500 in Walmart gift cards to the UCSS. Sent 
a cheque of $650 as a donation to Boyle Street Mission’s Homemaker Fund (one month’s rent of flexible 
housing for women) .



I spoke with Janice Kissa of the Free Store. She was enthusiastic about receiving donations of new  winter 
clothes for children, especially snow suits and jackets for kids from kindergarten to grade six, as our 
upcoming winter is already causing anxiety among the families who arrived in summer. She suggested we 
make our purchases at a Superstore as that company has been generous in donations to the Ukrainian 
community. So clothing is our next “outreach” and we will follow through as a committee once we’ve 
decided how much to spend and where.

Myrna Kostash, chair
St Elia Mission Outreach committee

News and Events at St. Elia Parish and the Ukrainian Community

FUNERAL SERVICE OF A HIERARCH SERVED FOR HIS EMINENCE, 
METROPOLITAN JOHN OF BLESSED MEMORY

On Thursday, September 22, 2022, The coffin of Metropolitan John was 
brought to Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Saskatoon, SK. He 
was carried into the church by the clergy who Metropolitan John ordained 
through the years of his episcopal service.  Metropolitan Ilarion and Bishop 
Andriy along with clergy of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada served 
the funeral service for a hierarch at the funeral praying for the repose of the 
soul of Metropolitan John in the presence of his extended family and the 
flock whom he cared so much for.

FUNERAL SERMON FOR HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN JOHN OF BLESSED MEMORY 
DELIVERED BY HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN ILARION

Today, September 23, 2022, we are gathered here in the Holy Trinity Cathedral  of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of Canada in Saskatoon to pay our last respects and bid farewell to the newly reposed Servant of 
God, His Eminence Metropolitan Ivan.

By the grace of God, our dear Metropolitan Ivan began to serve God as a clergy in 1973, almost half a 
century ago, and in 1983 he was ordained as the bishop of Saskatoon. From 1985 to 2005, he was the 
bishop of Edmonton and the Western Eparchy, and from 2005 to 2010, he was the Metropolitan of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada. 

Many are called, but few are chosen by the Lord. The Lord chose our dear Metropolitan Ivan and laid a 
heavy cross on him, to be the successor of the apostles, the bishop of the Holy Orthodox Church. The 
holy apostles suffered a lot during their lives. Being a bishop who is a successor of the apostles and the 
Lord Himself, is a very heavy cross to bear and few are chosen by the Lord to fulfill this service. The miter 
worn by the bishop  symbolizes the Lord’s crown of thorns. A bishop often is in a position where very few 
people support and are with him. The majority are against him. Today he may hear the word “Hosanna”, 
and tomorrow he may hear the words “Crucify and crucify him.” During his life as a bishop, our dear 
Metropolitan Ivan heard the words “Hosanna”, but many times, he also heard the words “Crucify him, 
crucify him”. But the Lord is a just Judge and He will reward each one according to his deeds. 
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May the Lord forgive those who did evil to him, because they did not know what they were doing. The 
Lord never leaves those who believe in Him, and especially those who faithfully serve Him. After affliction 
and suffering, the Lord will reward them to see the light of His Holy Resurrection. Metropolitan Ivan was 
a faithful servant of the Lord, and where the Lord is, there will be His servant.

Metropolitan Ivan was kind and merciful and did no harm to anyone. He had a big heart filled with love and 
forgiveness. He was a faithful servant of God and was an example for all of us:  in word, in deed, in love, in 
spirit, in faith.  He bore many abundant fruits in the Vineyard of Christ. Dear Metropolitan Ivan, you “let the 
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and  glorify our Father who is in Heaven.”

He was born on Saskatchewan soil; he became the bishop of Saskatoon, and today the soil of 
Saskatchewan receives him and embraces their bishop. It is a great blessing from God to be a bishop 
and in many Orthodox nations there is a pious tradition to visit the grave of your bishop in times of trouble 
and misfortune and ask him to  pray for  help before God. He has great favor before God to intercede for 
the flock entrusted to him, even after death.

Quiet and humble, with a pleasant smile, Metropolitan Ivan won love and respect in Edmonton and the 
Western Eparchy, where he faithfully served God and His people for 20 years. With gratitude and love, I 
remember Metropolitan Ivan, especially how he treated me and Bishop Andriy, young bishops back then 
in 2008. I ask him for forgiveness for not helping him enough as he fulfilled his service as the metropolitan 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Canada.

His All-Holiness Bartholomew, Archbishop of Constantinople – New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch, 
sends his condolences to the plenitude of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada, and to the family of 
newly reposed Metropolitan Ivan.

His Eminence Archbishop Sortirios of Canada also sends condolences to the clergy and faithful of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada, and to the family of the newly departed Metropolitan Ivan.

Dear family, please accept our deep condolences from me personally and from the whole of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of Canada, on the passing of a prominent member of your family – His Eminence 
Metropolitan Ivan. Dear fathers who were ordained by Metropolitan Ivan, commemorate  him  in prayers 
and in Holy Liturgies all your life, your cherished  spiritual father. Thank you to all the fathers who honored 
our Metropolitan Ivan today with their prayerful presence. I sincerely thank Cathedral Dean, Mitred 
Archpriest Taras Makowsky and the parish council,  Choir Director Larry Klopoushak and the choir, for 
organizing the funeral services. I especially thank our dear faithful who came today and yesterday to pray 
for the repose of the soul of the newly departed  servant of God, Metropolitan Ivan.

May the blessing of the newly reposed servant of God, Metropolitan Ivan, be with all of you.  May his 
memory be eternal!



    
 UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF ST.ELIA. 

ORDER OF SERVICES FOR OCTOBER  2022.

2.  - SUNDAY………..16-th.SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST...............10:00 A.M.

9.  - SUNDAY………..17-th.SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST...............10:00 A.M.

16.  - SUNDAY……….18-th.SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ...............10:00 A.M.

23.  - SUNDAY……….19-th.SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ...............10:00 A.M.

30.  - SUNDAY………..20-th.SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST...............10:00 A.M.
    

ORDER OF SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER  2022.

6.  - SUNDAY……….. 21-th.SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST...............10:00 A.M.

13.  - SUNDAY………..22-st.SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST.............. 10:00 A.M.
 

20.  - SUNDAY………..23-th.SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST...............10:00 A.M.

27.  - SUNDAY………..24-rd.SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST...............10:00 A.M.

November 22-27, 2022
National Holodomor

Commemoration Week


